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RULE 7

Scoring
Note: In all NCAA Championship and Non-Championship meets, all swimming 
and diving events must be offered and contested as long as any of the eligible 
participating teams choose to enter a minimum of one eligible  student-athlete 
in the event. Furthermore, all events must be scored identically as stated in the 
playing rules. It is not permissible to adjust scoring values based upon the number 
of participants.

SECTION 1. Dual Meets
Six Lanes or More
ARTICLE 1. When using six lanes or more, the scoring of place values in dual 
meets shall be: relays, 11-4-2-0, with only the best two relays from each team 
scoring; individual events, 9-4-3-2-1-0, with only the best three contestants 
from each team scoring.

Five Lanes or Fewer
ARTICLE 2. When using five lanes or fewer, the scoring of place values in dual 
meets shall be: relays, 7-0; individual events, 5-3-1-0, with only the best two 
contestants from each team scoring.

No Contest/Forfeit
ARTICLE 3. No contest is recorded if a team fails to contact the host institution 
or arrive at the site within 30 minutes after the scheduled start time of the meet. 
There is no resulting score. If a coach removes his or her team from competition 
for any reason, a forfeit shall be declared. The numerical score to be recorded for 
a dual meet that is forfeited is 11-0.

Diving Dual Meets
ARTICLE 4. In dual diving meets when either team has three or fewer total 
participants per gender, the scoring of individual event place values shall be 7-5-
4-3-2-1, with only the best three contestants from each team scoring. In dual
diving meets when either team has four or five total participants per gender, the
scoring of individual event place values shall be 9-7-6-5-3-2-1, with only the
best four contestants from each team scoring. In dual diving meets when both
teams have six or more total participants per gender, the scoring of individual
event place values shall be 16-13-12-11-10-9-7-5-4-3-2-1, with only the best six
contestants from each team scoring.
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SECTION 2. Double-Dual, Triangular or Quadrangular 
Meets

In double-dual, triangular or quadrangular meets regardless of the number of 
heats, the scoring shall be 9-4-3-2-1 for individual events with no team scoring 
more than three individuals, and 11-4-2 for relays with no team scoring more 
than two relay teams.

SECTION 3. Relay Meets
The scoring of place values in relay meets shall be 14-10-8-6-4-2 for all events.

SECTION 4. Invitational Meets
The scoring of place values in invitational meets shall be established and 
published in advance by the host institution.

SECTION 5. Concurrent Men’s and Women’s
When a concurrent men’s and women’s nonchampionships or relay meet is 
conducted, separate team scores shall be maintained for the men’s and women’s 
events.

SECTION 6. Championships Meets
Six Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 1. When six competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, the scoring of place values shall be: relays, 14-10-8-6-4-2; individual 
events, 7-5-4-3-2-1.

Eight Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 2. When eight competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, the scoring of place values shall be: relays, 18-14-12-10-8-6-4-2; 
individual events, 9-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.

Twelve Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 3. When 12 competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, the scoring of place values shall be: relays, 32-26-24-22-20-18-14-10-8-
6-4-2; individual events, 16-13-12-11-10-9-7-5-4-3-2-1.

Except in time final events (see Rule 5-7-4-a), points for first through sixth
place shall be awarded solely on the basis of a championships final. Points 
for seventh through 12th place shall be awarded solely on the basis of a 
consolation final.

Sixteen Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 4. When 16 competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, the scoring of place values shall be: relays, 40-34-32-30-28-26-24-22-18-
14-12-10-8-6-4-2; individual events, 20-17-16-15-14-13-12-11-9-7-6-5-4-3-
2-1.

Except in time final events (see Rule 5-7-4-a), points for first through eighth
place shall be awarded solely on the basis of a championships final. Points for 
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ninth through 16th place shall be awarded solely on the basis of a consolation 
final.

Eighteen Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 5. When 18 competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, (nine scoring competitors per heat), the scoring of place values shall 
be: relays, 44-38-36-34-32-30-28-26-24-20-16-14-12-10-8-6-4-2; individual 
events, 22-19-18-17-16-15-14-13-12-10-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.

Twenty-Four Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 6. When 24 competitors qualify for the finals of a championships 
meet, the scoring of place values shall be: relays, 64-56-54-52-50-48-46-44-40-
34-32-30-28-26-24-22-18-14-12-10-8-6-4-2; individual events, 32-28-27-26-
25-24-23-22-20-17-16-15-14-13-12-11-9-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.

More Than 24 Competitors Qualify
ARTICLE 7. If more than 24 competitors qualify for the finals of a 
championships meet, the scoring of place values shall model the pattern 
reflected in Rules 7-6-3, 7-6-4, 7-6-5 and 7-6-6.

Consolation Limits
ARTICLE 8. A competitor in a consolation final cannot advance, either by time 
or by disqualification in the championships final, to any place higher than the 
highest place being contested in the consolation final.

Common-Site Meets
ARTICLE 9. When a common-site championships meet is conducted, separate 
team scores shall be maintained for the men’s and women’s events.

SECTION 7. Disqualifications
Nonchampionships Meets
ARTICLE 1. If one or more disqualifications occur during an event in a 
nonchampionships meet, the disqualified competitor(s) shall not score in 
that event. All other competitors may advance in position and shall score 
according to the places they achieve with the disqualified competitor(s) 
removed from consideration. Any remaining places and points shall be lost 
from the meet.

Championships Meets
ARTICLE 2. If one or more disqualifications occur during either the 
consolation final or the championships final of an event in a championships 
meet, the disqualified competitor(s) shall not score in that event. All other 
competitors may advance in position (but not higher than the highest place 
being contested in that final) and shall score according to the places they achieve 
with the disqualified competitor(s) removed from consideration. The remaining 
places and points shall be lost from the meet.
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SECTION 8. Ties
In the case of ties within an event, the points involved shall be equally divided 
among the tied competitors.

SECTION 9. Failure to Compete
If a team’s individual or relay entries are unopposed, they still must complete the 
event, except when false starts in a swim-off result in a single swimmer or relay 
team remaining in the swim-off. (See Rule 5-3-3.)

No competitor may score points in an event in which the competitor does not 
compete or in which he or she is disqualified, except as in Rules 5-3-3, 6-1-2-c, 
6-1-2-d, 6-1-3-a and 6-1-4.

SECTION 10. Nonscoring Competition
Exhibition Swims
ARTICLE 1. Exhibition swims shall not be scored in any event. All competitors 
who are not designated by their coaches to be exhibition swimmers shall score 
according to the places they achieve with the exhibition swimmers removed 
from consideration. 

Time-Standard Trials
ARTICLE 2. Time-standard trials shall not be scored in any meet.

SECTION 11. Winning Team
The team accumulating the greatest number of points shall be declared the 
winner of the meet. If the final total number of points for each team is the same, 
the meet is declared a tie.

A meet score is subject to review and may be corrected by the meet 
committee within 30 subsequent days for NCAA championships and non-
NCAA championships meets, or by that meet’s referee within seven days for 
nonchampionships competition.


